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M.  PLAN IMPLEMENTATION – POLICIES AND STRATEGIES 
 
As required by Chapter 208, Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule, this chapter provides a 
separate section that prioritizes how implementation strategies will be carried out and identifies 
the responsible parties and anticipated timeline for each strategy in the plan. 
 
HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
Goal: Princeton will preserve the community’s historic and archeological resources for future generations to 
enjoy and pass on to their children, through restoration and protection of structures and sites as well as 
through education that instills a sense of pride in community heritage. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Protect and preserve known 
archaeological and historic sites 
and promote awareness of the 
history of Princeton. 

Promote awareness of historic structures 
and artifacts including the consideration of 
listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board, 
Historical 
Society (when 
formed) 

On-going 

 Work in cooperation with the State of 
Maine with any identified historical and 
archaeological resources within Princeton. 

Select Board, 
Historical 
Society (when 
formed) 

On-going 

 Form a Historical Society, either for 
Princeton alone or as a region; Cooperate 
with Charlotte, Alexander, Crawford, Grand 
Lake Stream, Indian Township, and 
Baileyville. 

Select Board, 
Interested 
citizens 

Short 
Term, 
within two 
years 

 Design and erect informational signs 
describing historic highlights of the Town at 
the beach/boat ramp area, on Town-owned 
land next to the bridge, and at other 
appropriate and important public locations. 

Historical 
Society (when 
formed), Select 
Board, 
Interested 
Citizens 

Long term, 
as funding 
allows 

 Work with the Princeton Elementary School 
to incorporate more local history into school 
programs. 

Historical 
Society (when 
formed), Select 
Board, 
Interested 
Citizens School 

Immediate 

Ensure that archeological and 
historic sites are not destroyed. 

Professionally survey, document, and 
monitor potential areas and artifacts of 
historical and archaeological significance, 
especially along riverbanks and lakeshores. 

Select Board, 
Historical 
Society (when 
formed) 

Long-term, 
once 
historical 
society is 
formed and 
as funding 
allows 

 Provide information about the location and 
importance of important historic or 
archeological sites, and encourage 
developers to protect these sites to the 
greatest extent possible. 

Historical 
Society (when 
formed), Select 
Board, Planning 
Board 

On-going 
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HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
Goal: Princeton will preserve the community’s historic and archeological resources for future generations to 
enjoy and pass on to their children, through restoration and protection of structures and sites as well as 
through education that instills a sense of pride in community heritage. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
 Incorporate maps or information provided 

by the Maine Historic Preservation 
Commission into the land use review 
process, showing that significant historic 
resources are being protected by proposed 
developments. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board, 
Historical 
Society (when 
formed) 

Immediate 

 Educate the Town and citizens on the 
process and ramifications of documenting 
sites on State or National historic registers. 

Historical 
Society (when 
formed) 

Long term, 
once 
historical 
society is 
formed 

 
 
POPULATION 
Goal: Princeton will use complete and current information about their population when making 
administrative and policy decisions for the town. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Actively monitor the size, 
characteristics and distribution 
of its population. 

Seek assistance in the collection and 
maintenance of census data from the 
Washington County Council of 
Governments, the designated census 
information center for Washington 
County. 

Town Clerk, 
Select Board, 
WCCOG 

On-going 

 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
Goal: Princeton will protect and preserve the natural resources on which its economy and quality of life 
depend, through preservation of land, facility improvement, education, and citizen stewardship. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Water Quality and Water Resources 
Protect and improve the 
water quality of both 
surface and ground 
waters, especially the 
aquifer providing the 
Town’s drinking water. 

Use land protection options (land trusts, 
purchase with Land for Maine’s Future 
funds, private easements, etc.) to conserve 
land to protect lake and aquifer watersheds, 
and create or expand wellhead protection 
areas as necessary. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board, 
Soil and Water 
Conservation 
District 

On-going 

 Continue to promote the use of Best 
Management Practices for Stormwater 
Management and for Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control through education of 
the Planning Board, Code Enforcement 
Officer, developers, and property owners. 
Make information available at the Town 
Office for developers during inquiry phases 
of development. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board, Road 
Commissioner, Soil 
and Water 
Conservation 
District, Town Clerk 

On-going 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 
Goal: Princeton will protect and preserve the natural resources on which its economy and quality of life 
depend, through preservation of land, facility improvement, education, and citizen stewardship. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
 Incorporate use of current Best Management 

Practices for Stormwater Management and 
for Erosion and Sedimentation Control in 
any future Subdivision/Zoning regulations. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board, Road 
Commissioner, Soil 
and Water 
Conservation 
District 

 

 Establish a Citizen Watershed Protection 
Group to assist with water quality 
monitoring and other related projects. 

Select Board, 
interested citizens 

Short term, 
within 2 years 

Avoid problems 
associated with floodplain 
development and use 
along Shorelands. 

Maintain floodplain maps and continue to 
participate in the Federal Flood Insurance 
Program. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board 

On-going 

Cooperate with 
neighboring communities 
and regional/local 
advocacy groups to 
protect water resources. 

Initiate dialogue and exchange of 
information on watershed planning issues 
with neighboring communities. 

Planning Board, 
WCCOG, West 
Grand Lake, Indian 
Township 

On-going 

Minimize pollution 
discharge through the 
upgrade of existing septic 
systems and wastewater 
treatment facilities. 

Encourage replacement of malfunctioning 
septic systems.  Educate the public about the 
importance of maintaining and replacing on-
site systems. 

Code Enforcement 
Officer, Plumbing 
Inspector 
 

On-going 

 Research the technical and management 
needs, and costs associated with clustered 
septic treatment alternatives to retrofit 
existing problem areas. 

Selectmen, Planning 
Board 

Long Term 

 Make application, where eligible, to the 
Small Community Grant Program to 
upgrade any failing septic systems. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board 

On-going 

Ensure that development 
is located on land that is 
capable of supporting on-
site water treatment and 
septic systems. 

Require a soil evaluation test prior to the 
issuance of a septic permit in accordance 
with state regulations demonstrating that 
soils are adequate for the intended purpose, 
that projects are not located on wetlands, on 
slopes of 20 percent or greater, or on 
floodplains. 

CEO, Plumbing 
Inspector, Planning 
Board 
 

On-going 

Promote more intense 
development in growth 
areas. 

Encourage development in areas with 
appropriate soils, slopes, and drainage 
conditions. 

CEO, Plumbing 
Inspector, Planning 
Board, Select Board 

On-going 

Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Conserve critical natural 
resources in the 
community, including 
existing fish and 
waterfowl/wading bird 
habitats. 

Designate critical natural resources mapped as 
Essential Habitat or Significant Habitat as 
Critical Resource Areas in the Future Land 
Use Plan. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

Immediate 

 Include as part of the Planning Board review 
process consideration of pertinent Beginning 
With Habitat maps and information regarding 
Critical Resources. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

Short-term, 
within 1 year 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 
Goal: Princeton will protect and preserve the natural resources on which its economy and quality of life 
depend, through preservation of land, facility improvement, education, and citizen stewardship. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
 Require subdivision or non-residential 

property developers to identify any Critical 
Resources on site and take appropriate 
measures to protect those resources. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board, 
CEO 

Short-term, 
within 1 year 

 Maintain state standards for construction and 
maintenance of local roads when development 
is proposed in or near the site of Essential or 
Significant Habitats or Critical Resources. 

Select Board, 
CEO, Road 
Commissioner 

Short-term 
(within 2 
years) 

 Protect the high and moderate fisheries 
habitats in accordance with Shoreland Zoning 
regulations around these habitats. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board, 
CEO 

Short-term 

Educate residents and 
visitors about important 
habitat and water quality 
values. 

Develop informational signs and brochures 
(maps) on critical habitat and public accesses, 
eg. Pocomoonshine Lake public access. 

Select Board, 
Citizen Watershed 
Protection group 
(when formed), 
Dennys and East 
Machias River 
Watershed 
Councils 

On-going 

 Encourage landowners to protect and preserve 
wildlife habitat, and utilize public/private 
conservation partnerships to preserve 
undeveloped land around or near critical or 
important natural resources. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board, 
Citizen Watershed 
Protection group 
(when formed), 

On-going 

 Make available to the public the most recent 
data on rare plants, animals, and natural 
communities and important wildlife habitats 
provided by the Beginning with Habitat 
program of the Department of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife, included on maps in this 
document. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board, 
Citizen Watershed 
Protection group 
(when formed), 

On-going 

Ensure that water quality 
is sufficient to provide for 
the protection and 
propagation of fish, and 
wildlife and provide for 
recreation in and on the 
water. 

Initiate water quality-testing programs for the 
town’s lakes, rivers and streams.  Give the 
highest priority to those water bodies most 
important for recreation and for fisheries and 
wildlife. 

DEP Volunteer 
Program, Indian 
Township, Soil 
and Water 
Conservation 
District, Citizen 
Watershed 
Protection group 
(when formed), 

Immediate 

 Adhere to recommended best practices for 
stream crossings on streams with “high value” 
wild eastern brook trout populations and 
associated habitats (see page D-15) 

Select Board, 
Planning Board, 
Road 
Commissioner, 
Maine DOT 

On-going 

 Encourage citizen stewardship opportunities.  
Educate landowners living in or near critical or 
important natural resources about current use 
tax programs and applicable local, state, or 
federal regulations. 

Citizen Watershed 
Protection group 
(when formed), 
Select Board 
 

On-going 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 
Goal: Princeton will protect and preserve the natural resources on which its economy and quality of life 
depend, through preservation of land, facility improvement, education, and citizen stewardship. 
Policy 
Forest and Farmland 
Resources 

   

Support long-term 
economically viable and 
environmentally 
sustainable forest 
management within 
Princeton. 

Support owners of productive farm and 
forestland in their efforts to enroll in Current 
Use programs, such as Tree Growth and 
Farmland, Open Space. 

Assessor On-going 

 Encourage local or regional economic 
development activities that support productive 
agriculture and forestry operations. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board, 
Sunrise County 
Economic 
Council, Northern 
Maine 
Development 
Council 

On-going 

 Promote use of best management practices for 
timber harvesting and agricultural production; 
provide information to the public. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

On-going 

Encourage the use of 
prime farmland for 
commercial agriculture or 
forestry. 

Support timber management and agricultural 
activities on prime farmland and in rural areas 
of Princeton. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

On-going 

 Include in any future land use ordinance a 
requirement that commercial or subdivision 
developments maintain areas with prime 
agricultural soils as open space to the greatest 
extent practicable. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board 

As needed 

 
 
ECONOMICS AND EMPLOYMENT 
Goals: 

§ Promote an economic climate that increases job opportunities and overall economic well-being. 
§ Provide the necessary education to insure the town has a skilled population ready to enter the work force. 
§ Enhance and support existing businesses in Princeton and promote new business that is compatible with 

existing rural community values and patterns of development1. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsible 

Parties 
Timeframe 

Promote expansion and 
diversification of the economic 
base of the community. 

Provide information on sources of 
business assistance at the Municipal 
Office, to include materials available 
through the Department of Tourism, 
Community and Economic Development, 
the Eastern Maine Development 

Town Clerk; 
Washington 
County Council of 
Governments; 
Sunrise County 
Economic 

On-going 

                                                             
1 This goal and the implementation measures that follow from it under the heading of sustainable 
development recognize the multiple business interests that sustain rural families over the course of a year 
– from their homes, and from other locations. This recognition assumes that there is and will be a mixture 
of uses in all districts of our community; an independent spirit among local residents and entrepreneurs; 
and a general resistance to excessive regulation. It also recognizes that there are some basic “good 
neighbor” standards that can be developed to address the desired mixture of uses.  
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ECONOMICS AND EMPLOYMENT 
Goals: 

§ Promote an economic climate that increases job opportunities and overall economic well-being. 
§ Provide the necessary education to insure the town has a skilled population ready to enter the work force. 
§ Enhance and support existing businesses in Princeton and promote new business that is compatible with 

existing rural community values and patterns of development1. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsible 

Parties 
Timeframe 

Corporation, the Sunrise County 
Economic Council and others. 

Council; Northern 
Maine 
Development 
Council 

 Support expansion and establishment of 
retail establishments. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

On-going 

 Support new industrial development in 
the vicinity of the airport. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

On-going 

Support nature based tourism as 
an economic development 
strategy for Princeton. 

Participate in regional economic 
development efforts that promote the 
natural assets in Princeton. 

Select Board On-going 

 Support business endeavors in nature-
based tourism 

Select Board On-going 

Provide support for roads, parks, 
public transportation or other 
infrastructure and activities that 
materially aid the town’s 
economy. 

Obtain aid from higher levels of 
government, County, State and Federal, 
including such things as Community 
Development Block Grants, USDA Rural 
Development and others identified in the 
Capital Improvement Plan. 

Select Board, 
Interested citizens 

As needed 

 Work with regional economic 
development groups to continue 
expansion of high-speed internet access 
throughout Princeton. 

Select Board Immediate 

Support those who are eligible 
for state, regional, or local public 
assistance programs. 

Provide current information about 
sources of public assistance, 
unemployment assistance, job training, 
and aid to the elderly and/or handicapped. 

Town Clerk On-going 

Ensure that the educational 
opportunities, both academic and 
vocational, address the needs of 
Princeton residents. 

Encourage and support efforts to provide 
job training and continuing education. 

Select Board Long-term 

 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
Goal: Princeton will plan for, finance and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to 
accommodate current and anticipated growth and economic development. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Local services will be efficiently 
maintained and will address 
community needs. 

Address future funding needs for new and 
replacement items through the Capital 
Improvement Plan, to be reviewed/updated 
biennially 

Select Board, 
Airport Authority 

Biennially 

 If any future land use plan or development 
permitting process is instituted, consider 
charging developers of new areas “impact 
fees” to help recover the costs of services 
which will be used by newcomers and 
which have been paid for in the past by 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

If applicable 
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PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
Goal: Princeton will plan for, finance and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to 
accommodate current and anticipated growth and economic development. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 

current residents. 
 Explore options for regional coordination 

of needed local services, such as 
emergency management planning and an 
animal shelter. 

Select Board, 
Public Works, 
Road 
Commissioner, 
Public Utilities 

On-going 

 Support improvement of the services and 
activities for seniors, including better 
transportation for shopping, medical 
services, and social purposes. 

Select Board Immediate 
and On-going 

 Appropriate enough funds every year to 
properly maintain the transfer station and 
recycling center. 

Select Board On-going 

 Negotiate to reduce the long response time 
by the Sheriff’s office and State Police. 
 

Select Board On-going 

Public facilities and services will 
be provided in a manner that 
supports the desired growth and 
development patterns as 
identified by the Town’s 
designated growth areas. 

Explore feasibility of extending public 
water supply to expand in-town 
development. 

Select Board, 
Public Utilities 
Commission 

On-going 

 Locate new public facilities in designated 
growth areas where 75% or more of 
municipal growth-related capital is 
invested in a project. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

As applicable 

 If a public water supply extension is 
anticipated, identify and protect suitable 
water sources and coordinate installation 
with the Future Land Use Plan. 

Select Board, 
Public Utilities 
Commission 

As applicable 

 Continue steps to assure all Town facilities 
comply with Americans With Disabilities 
Act and make information available to 
help private businesses conform to the Act. 

Select Board, 
CEO 

On-going 

Encourage more participation in 
town affairs. 

Actively recruit new members to 
community and municipal boards.  Work 
with families and schools to instill a 
culture of civic pride and understanding of 
the importance of civic participation. 

Select Board, 
elementary 
school 

On-going 

 
 
RECREATION 
Goal: Princeton will maintain and improve access to recreational opportunities. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Promote and develop social, 
cultural, and recreational 
activities in Princeton. 

Support the Friends of Princeton with 
fundraising (including donations and 
grants) and events. 

Select Board Immediate, 
Ongoing 

Maintain/upgrade existing 
recreational facilities as 
necessary to meet current and 
future needs. 

Develop a prioritized list of recreation 
needs.  Explore ways of addressing the 
recreation needs as outlined in this plan. 

Select Board Short term 
Within 2 
years 
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 Explore funding options for resurfacing 
the Tennis Courts. 

Select Board Short term, 
within 1 year 

 Explore locations and funding options for 
a new playground near the town center. 

Select Board Short term, 
within 1 year 

Encourage recreational 
opportunities and increase 
public access to surface water. 

Fund improvements on town owned land, 
including landing facilities, as appropriate. 

Select Board; 
Airport 
Committee 

On-going and 
as funding 
allows 

Encourage the preservation of 
public open space. 

Include provisions in any future land use 
ordinance requiring major new residential 
developments to present recreational and 
open space areas in their plans. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

If applicable 

 
 
FISCAL CAPACITY 
Goal:  Plan for, finance and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to accommodate anticipated 
growth and economic development. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Finance existing and future 
facilities and services in a cost 
effective manner. 

Work with nearby communities to plan and 
finance shared capital investments as 
opportunities arise. 

Select Board On-going 

 Explore grants to assist in the funding of 
capital investments within the community. 

Select Board On-going 

 Direct a minimum of 75% of new municipal 
growth-related capital investments into 
designated growth areas in the Future Land 
Use Plan. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

On-going 

Stay within LD 1 spending 
limitations to the greatest extent 
possible. 

Develop a balanced and clearly prioritized 
capitol improvement plan. 

Select Board On-going 

 
 
HOUSING 
Goal: Princeton will encourage and promote affordable, decent housing opportunities for Princeton residents. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Encourage and promote affordable 
and workforce housing to support 
the community’s economic 
development. 

Continue to encourage affordable housing 
opportunities through a mixture of housing 
types within the residential areas, including 
accessory apartments, mobile and 
manufactured homes, multi-family dwellings, 
and senior citizen housing. 

Select Board, 
Planning 
Board 

On-going 

 Pursue programs and grants that can assist in 
ensuring that at least 10% of new residential 
development over the next decade meets the 
definition of affordable housing. 

Select Board; 
WCCOG; 
WHCA 

On-going 

 Explore options for developing senior 
housing—explore grants, public/private 
partnerships, and developer incentives. 

Select Board; 
WCCOG; 
WHCA 

Immediate 

Establish incentives and pursue 
programs and grants that can assist 
in rehabilitation of existing, sub-
standard housing stock. 

Establish a home improvement information 
service to provide authoritative advice and 
guidance on “how-to-do-it” for residents. 

Select Board; 
WCCOG; 
WHCA 

On-going 

Encourage and support regional 
development efforts that promote 
affordable, workforce, and senior 
housing. 

Participate in programs, grants and projects 
for the construction of subsidized housing 
within the town and the region to insure 
sufficient, affordable housing options for its 

Select Board; 
WCCOG; 
WHCA 

On-going 
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HOUSING 
Goal: Princeton will encourage and promote affordable, decent housing opportunities for Princeton residents. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 

elderly or low-income citizens, including 
subsidized housing and energy-efficient 
housing. 

Ensure that any existing or future 
codes and ordinances encourage 
quality affordable housing and 
promote public health and safety. 

Any future land use regulations should 
encourage increased density, decreased lot 
size, or provide incentives such as density 
bonuses to encourage the development of 
workforce and affordable housing in 
residential growth areas. 

Planning 
Board, Select 
Board 

As needed 

 Ensure that the CEO addresses reported 
violations of local ordinances and State laws 
and regulations that affect the health, or 
safety of individuals or the community. 

Select Board; 
Code 
Enforcement 
Officer 

On-going 

 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Goal: Princeton will encourage, promote and develop efficient and safe transportation facilities that will 
accommodate the desired growth and economic development. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Management and Maintenance 
Support efforts to ensure 
adequate carrying capacity, 
maintenance and upgrading of 
existing Arterial and Collection 
Roads through access 
management provision of state 
law. 

Continue to work annually with the 
Department of Transportation in the 
development of the State Transportation in 
the development of the Biennial 
Transportation Improvement Program, to 
ensure that adequate maintenance, 
upgrading, and traffic flow occurs on 
Town arterials and collectors. Refer 
applicants to MDOT for necessary state 
Entranceway Permits 

Select Board, Road 
Commissioner 
 

Ongoing 

 Make specific recommendations for 
intersection improvements at the most 
hazardous intersections; coordinate 
closely with the Department of 
Transportation. 

Select Board, Road 
Commissioner 
 

Ongoing 

Promote public health, protect 
natural and cultural resources, 
and enhance livability by 
managing land use in ways that 
maximize the efficiency of the 
transportation system and 
minimize increases in vehicle 
miles traveled. 

Include access management provisions 
within any future Zoning and Subdivision 
Ordinances aimed at maintaining the 
traffic carrying capacity on Route 1 at 
current speed limits, including: 
§ sight distance provisions 
§ common entrances 
§ enabling service road development 
§ spaces between access points 
§ number of access points/curb points 
§ deceleration lanes 
§ back lot access provisions 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 
 

If applicable 
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TRANSPORTATION 
Goal: Princeton will encourage, promote and develop efficient and safe transportation facilities that will 
accommodate the desired growth and economic development. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Plan for optimum use, 
construction, maintenance and 
repair of roads and sidewalks 
that together create a safe and 
efficient transportation system. 

Continue development of a multi-year 
road maintenance plan, based in part on a 
recurring evaluation of roadways, culverts 
and sidewalks, which provides the basis 
for future allocation of road maintenance 
funds. 

Select Board, 
Public Works 

On-going 

 Continue to use training provided by the 
MDOT Local Roads Center and 
investigate adoption of the Road Surface 
Management System software to prioritize 
maintenance and construction of city 
roadways. 

Select Board, 
Public Works 

On-going 

Multi-modal Transportation 
Meet the diverse transportation 
needs of residents (including 
children, the elderly and 
disabled) and through travelers 
by providing a safe, efficient, 
and adequate transportation 
network for all types of users. 

Create an attractive pedestrian friendly 
atmosphere in the downtown by 
maintaining pedestrian amenities (e.g., 
sidewalks and cross walks) in good 
condition, giving pedestrians the right-of-
way at crosswalks, and by improving 
access and signage to parking areas. 
Encourage businesses to maintain an 
attractive appearance. Improve linkages 
from Town to trails (bike racks, signage 
etc.) 

Select Board, 
Department of 
Transportation 
 

On-going 

 Explore grant opportunities to improve 
trails and bike facilities. Promote 
connection to the East Coast Greenway 
and regional ATV/snowmobile trails. 

Select Board Short-term 

 Work with the Washington Hancock 
County Community Action Agency to 
assure Princeton residents are getting full 
benefit of the public transportation 
services offered. 

Town Staff On-going 

Regional Coordination 
Cooperate in the development of 
regional transportation policy. 

Participate on any Regional 
Transportation Advisory Committee and 
contribute to development of regional 
transportation policy. 

Select Board/Town 
Staff 

Ongoing 

 Continue to participate in the development 
of regional transportation goals. 

Select Board; 
Sunrise County 
Economic Council; 
Washington County 
Council of 
Governments 

On-going 

 Participate in a continuing dialogue 
between communities along Routes 1, 9, 
and 6 to advocate further improvements to 
and address maintenance, planning 
priorities, curb-cuts, and the impact of 
adjoining development along arterials. 

Select Board, Town 
Staff 

On-going 
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TRANSPORTATION 
Goal: Princeton will encourage, promote and develop efficient and safe transportation facilities that will 
accommodate the desired growth and economic development. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
 Support regional port/truck/rail 

connections between Eastport and 
Baileyville including a new bridge from 
Eastport to the mainland and a non-coastal 
interior route to Baileyville. 

Select Board, Town 
Staff 

On-going 

 Support and monitor the State’s efforts to 
restore freight service on the Calais 
Branch between Eastport and Calais. 

Select Board Ongoing 

 
 
REGIONAL COORDINATION 
Goal:  Contribute to the regional connectivity and health of Washington County by cooperating on the 
delivery of regional services and endeavoring to achieve economies of scale where feasible. 
Public Facilities and Services 
Cooperate on the delivery of 
regional services and endeavor 
to achieve economies of scale 
where feasible. 

Cooperate with neighboring communities 
to seek funding for upgrading or replacing 
inadequate well and septic systems. 

Select Board On-going 

 Seek out cooperative means of reducing 
regional administrative costs for the school 
district and delivery of public services. 

Select Board, 
School Board 

On-going 

 Stay current with local and regional 
emergency disaster response and pandemic 
disease training and planning through both 
existing regional mutual aid agreements 
and the Washington County Emergency 
Management Planning Agency. 

Select Board, Fire 
Department, 
Health Center 

On-going 

Regional Development 
Participate in regional 
organizations that provide 
technical assistance and 
information about business 
support and regional economic 
development opportunities. 

Maintain active membership in the St. 
Croix Economic Alliance and the 
Washington County Council of 
Governments and participation in the 
Sunrise County Economic Council. 

Select Board, 
directly, or 
through 
appointment of 
others 

On-going 

Coordinate the town’s land use 
strategies with other local and 
regional land use planning 
efforts. 

Meet with neighboring communities to 
coordinate land use designations and 
regulatory and non-regulatory strategies 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

Ongoing 

Advocate for infrastructure 
improvements to enhance the 
economic competitiveness of 
Princeton and Washington 
County. 

Advocate for improvements to State 
highways, airports, seaports, rail corridors 
and telecommunication facilities to 
enhance the regional economy. 

Select Board Ongoing 

Regional Transportation 
Cooperate in the development of 
regional transportation policy. 

Participate actively in regional 
transportation meetings and policy 
development 

Select Board, 
Airport Authority 

On-going 

 Advocate in regional and state meetings 
for any reconstruction of Route 1 in or 
nearby to Princeton. 

Select Board On-going 
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REGIONAL COORDINATION 
Goal:  Contribute to the regional connectivity and health of Washington County by cooperating on the 
delivery of regional services and endeavoring to achieve economies of scale where feasible. 
 Support use of any portion of the Calais 

Branch corridor for rail service, if and 
when it is feasible, to relieve freight truck 
traffic on regional roads. 

Select Board On-going 

Natural Resources 
Protect shared critical habitats. 
 

Cooperate with neighboring towns in the 
designation of critical resource areas 
where they cross municipal boundaries. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

On-going 

Ensure that water quality is 
sufficient to provide for the 
protection and propagation of 
fish, and wildlife and provide for 
recreation in and on the water. 

Expand water quality-testing programs for 
the town’s lakes, rivers and streams.  Give 
the highest priority to those water bodies 
most important for recreation and for 
fisheries and wildlife. 

DEP 
Volunteer 
Program, Dennys 
and East Machias 
River Watershed 
Councils 

On-going 

 Continue dialogue and exchange of 
information on watershed planning issues 
with neighboring communities. 
 

Planning Board, 
WCCOG, 
Dennys and East 
Machias River 
Watershed 
Councils 

On-going 

 
 
LAND USE 
Goal: Princeton will preserve and protect the character of the town that is vital to the continued stability of 
the local economy; Princeton will continue to be a great place to live, work, recreate, and vacation. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 
Ordinances and Regulation 
    
Support the locations, types, 
scales, and intensities of land uses 
that retain the rural and small-
town character of Princeton while 
encouraging economic growth, as 
stated in the vision of this Plan. 

Using the descriptions provided in the 
Future Land Use Plan narrative, explore the 
development of local ordinances which 
retain individual rights while also providing 
direction for future growth and change that 
retains the rural, intact nature of Princeton’s 
environment.  Any Land Use Plan will: 
a. Clearly define the desired scale, intensity, 
and location of future development; and 
b. Clearly define protective measures for 
critical natural resources and, where 
applicable, important natural resources; and 
c.  Clearly define procedures for obtaining 
development permits. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board, 
WCCOG 

Long-term, 
Within 5 
years 

 Explore different types of land use 
regulation and processes to determine the 
most appropriate methods of managing 
growth in Princeton. 

Planning Board, 
WCCOG 

Long-term, 
Within 5 
years 

 Track new development in the community 
by type and location. 

Tax Assessor; 
Planning Board 

On-going 

 Explore the establishment of a gateway 
overlay zone from the southern boundary of 
Princeton, as depicted in the Future Land 

Planning Board, 
CEO/Planning 
Officer, Select 

Short-term, 
within 2 
years 
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LAND USE 
Goal: Princeton will preserve and protect the character of the town that is vital to the continued stability of 
the local economy; Princeton will continue to be a great place to live, work, recreate, and vacation. 
Policy Implementation Strategy Responsibility Timeframe 

Use Map, that sets forth design guidelines or 
land use standards that retain Princeton’s 
rural, “Sportsman’s Paradise” personality. 

Board 

Establish and maintain fair and 
efficient permitting procedures. 

Provide the code enforcement officer with 
the tools, training, and support necessary to 
enforce existing codes and any future land 
use regulations, and ensure that the Code 
Enforcement Officer is certified in 
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. §4451. 

Select Board; 
CEO 

Long term, 
As 
necessary 

 Any permitting procedures that may be 
developed in the future shall set forth a clear 
and efficient process for obtaining land use 
permits.  Permit procedures should include 
municipal staff or Planning Board review, as 
appropriate, to insure fair and open 
permitting procedures. 

Planning Board, 
CEO/Planning 
Officer, Select 
Board 

As 
necessary 

 Prior to the development of any land use 
ordinances or building permit procedures, 
provide outreach and education to the 
community regarding land use ordinances, 
permitting, different types of zoning, the role 
of Planning Boards, building codes, etc. 

WCCOG Select 
Board; Planning 
Board 

Short term, 
Within 2 
Years; and 
ongoing as 
necessary 

Provide the necessary 
infrastructure to support growth in 
the existing town center of 
Princeton. 

Direct a minimum of 75% of new municipal 
growth-related capital investments into 
designated growth areas in the Future Land 
Use Plan. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

On-going 

 Include in the Capital Investment Plan 
anticipated municipal infrastructure 
investments necessary to support any 
anticipated or desired growth. 

Select Board On-going 

Coordinate Princeton’s land use 
strategies with other local and 
regional planning efforts to 
protect critical rural and natural 
resource areas. 

Work with nearby communities to 
coordinate land use designations and 
strategies related to neighboring or shared 
assets, such as water resources, wildlife 
habitat, transportation, housing, and 
recreation. 

Planning Board, 
Select Board, 
WCCOG, 
Indian 
Township Tribal 
Government; 
Airport 
Authority 

On-going 

 Periodically (at least every 5 years) evaluate 
implementation of the plan. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

2019, 2024 

Allow and encourage existing 
resource based industries to thrive 
in their current locations. 

Provide large rural areas for agricultural and 
forestry uses. 

Select Board, 
Planning Board 

On-going 

Educate residents about the 
requirements of local and state 
regulations. 

Provide a list of all local and applicable state 
ordinances at the municipal office; include 
this information in land use outreach and 
education programs, as mentioned above. 

Town Clerk; 
WCCOG 

Immediate 

 
 


